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History of urbanisation and the formation of residents” organisations in French
cities: Focussing on the issue of urban public transport development
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District committees(Comites de quartier), French voluntary residents
organisations, had already started forming in Marseille in the 1890s, with their members playing an
active role in improving their living environment, especially in the suburbs, and their efforts
centring on the issue of urban public transport. This study examines the suburbs of Paris, Lyon, and

Toulouse to determine whether such phenomena can be observed in other regional large cities as
well. In Toulouse, no traces can be found of the formation of district committees in historical
documents until the 1920s. The reason for this is unclear, but it is assumed to be mainly because
the degree of urbanisation differed, although the relationship with each municipal government must
also be investigated. Nonetheless, this study was successful overall in clarifying the differences
in the formation processes of residents’ organisations in each of the large cities.
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