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The purpose of this study was to construct a new theory of personhood from
the perspective of social transformation in Melanesian society. Specifically, | conducted fieldwork
in the Republic of Vanuatu to gain a detailed understanding of people®s Christian ideals and
practices surrounding death. From this, | clarified that a new personhood had been formed, supported
by a Western view of history and the body, and clearly depicted how it coexisted with the
traditional view of the personhood.

As a result, he published a book entitled "Coexisting Personhood: Melanesian Society in History
and the Present” (Shunpusha Publishing Co., Ltd.) in 2023. In this book, | was able to develop a
original theory of modernization in Melanesia from the perspective of "coexistence of personhoods”.
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