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A Study on Cultural Landscape and "Shugendo® as a Mountain religion
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The study of Shugendo, which was severely damaged by the Abolition of
Shugendo Edict, is crucial for analyzing Japan®s Shinto Nationalization policies since the Meiji
period. Shugendo suffered such damage has been recognized as the core religion of the UNESCO World
Heritage Site “ Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range” (2004). Despite
having been banned in the past at the national level, Shugendo is now globally recognized as a “
unique Japanese religion” , attracting numerous visitors from abroad to the Kumano pilgrimage sites.
However, Shugendo is a religion specialized in orthopraxy (dedication to practice and ritual) rather
than orthodoxy (faithfulness to doctrine), and its relationship with tourism, which focuses on
authenticity, poses a problem. This study addresses this issue through field research at sacred
mountains across Japan and theoretical research on orthopraxy.
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