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i i This study considered the legal status of environmental charges as an
instrument of environmental protection by referring to the discussion on the reform of the water
effluent charge system in Germany. In response to its research question, this study achieves the

following three main results by clarifying to a certain extent:
(1) how will the factors that prompting the reform of the watter effluent charge system in Germany,

a)the EU Water Framework Directive and b)the Reform of German Federalism, affect the future reform

of the german water effluent charge system; (2) how has the discussion on the reform of the german
water effluent charge system progressed to date; (3) what is the significance of the discussion on
the reform of the german water effluent charge system, which is taking place within the overall

system of water management laws.
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