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After the end of the Cold War, there are both similarities and differences
in the political upheavals in Japan and Italy. Commonalities include the strong influence of the
post-war politics in both countries being heavily constrained by the Cold War structure.
Consequently, extreme fluidity was observed after the end of the Cold War, during which political
reforms aiming for "democracy with a change of government" were attempted and achieved certain
success.

As for the differences, on the conservative side, while the long dominant Christian Democratic Party

in Italy nearly disappeared and was replaced by emerging populist parties, in Japan, the Liberal
Democratic Party staged a comeback. On the other hand, within the center-left spectrum, while the
Democratic Party established itself in Italy, the Democratic Party of Japan, after a change in
government, has stagnated for an extended period.
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