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The research project quantifies the effects of some cultural factors on present-day economic
outcomes using some causal inference methods.

The project is to examine why preferences and culture norms that shape
inequality (favoritism, discrimination) are persistent or change. | examine the inequality in the
mid- and long term, and in historical perspective. The outcomes of the project have 6 components
corresponding with my 6 published papers (Vu, 2023; Vu and Yamada, 2023a, 2023b, 2023c, 2024; Yamada

and Vu, 2024).
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When 1 examine favoritism, discrimination, and inequality in the preceding research
project, 1 find that favoritism, discrimination, and inequality might change over time
during economic development. However, it seems that favoritism, discrimination, and
inequality do not always follow the same pattern. Some new favoritism appears while
some disappear. Meanwhile, research in inequality often focuses on a certain short
period of time. Such research often neglects the influence of historical factors that
would shape inequality as a social norm.

Therefore, the project is to examine why preferences and culture norms that shape
inequality (favoritism, discrimination) are persistent or change. | examine the
inequality in the mid- and long term, and in historical perspective. The outcomes of
the project have 6 components corresponding with my 6 published papers (Vu, 2023; Vu
and Yamada, 2023a, 2023b, 2023c, 2024; Yamada and Vu, 2024). | am going to report on
the 6 components.

2.1 The" impacts” on left-behind household members upon the departure of female migrants
(for working)

The topic is to find whether economic value of the gender formed by who migrated may
change the gender division of housework or not among remaining household members.

2.2 The returns of test scores

The topic is to examine if the test scores in the end of 12th grade (at the national
entrance exams to universities and colleges) can explain the wage rate 9-11 years
later.

2.3 The impacts of enterprise zones on Vietnamese households

The topic is to investigate the possible impacts of enterprise zones (EZs) on local
Vietnamese households between 2002 and 2008. The prime minister was the only authority
to decide the establishment of EZs before 2009 in Vietnam. Therefore, having an EZ
would be a privilege of an area over the others.

2.4 Perception of bribery, anti-corruption campaign and the public health service
usage

Although various theoretical predictions have been made, empirical evidence on the
impact of bribery remains limited, especially in the health sector. This study explores
how the perception of bribery is associated with health service utilization in Vietnam
by using provincial panel data during 2012-2018.

2.5 The culture of investment on education and human capital development
The topic is to investigate the impact of the Vietnamese imperial examinations (1075-
1919) on the present-day quantity and quality of education in their home districts.

2.6 Impacts of Confucianism on gender inequality
The topic is to quantify the influences of Confucianism on gender inequality in present-
day Vietnam.

For mid- and long-term perspective, | rely on census data and political shocks to
identify the impact of favoritism. Meanwhile, for historical perspectives, | use
historical variables obtained from ancient data to explain present-day outcomes. Also,
I use historical shocks as instrumental variables (1V) to identify the impacts.

3.1 The" impacts” on left-behind household members upon the departure of female migrants
(for working)



Using two waves of the Vietnamese Household Living Standard Survey (2006-2008), the
study applies the first-difference method and estimates a simple household fixed
effects model with instrumental variables for robustness checks.

3.2 The returns of test scores

Using the Mincer equation for regression, the study examines possible connection
between the test scores in the 2009 Vietnamese National Entrance Examination to
University (NEEU) of individuals born in 1991 on their labor outcomes, particularly
hourly wage measured in 2018 or 2020.

3.3 The impacts of enterprise zones on Vietnamese households

The study uses differences-in-differences and a panel-event study method. The panel
data were formed by layering four waves of household surveys using a census of EZs in
2007, based on the same commune identity for our household and individual analyses.

3.4 Perception of bribery, anti-corruption campaign and the public health service
usage

The study analyzes a panel data of Vietnamese provinces between 2012 and 2018
using panel fixed effects considering the changes in bribery perception from
the Vietnam Governance and Public Administration Performance Index and the unique anti-
corruption campaign taking place in the same time.The study examines if the change in
bribery perception and the anti-corruption campaign are associated with public health
service usage in each province.

3.5 The culture of investment on education and human capital development

The analyses at the district and individual levels are based mainly on the data of
successful imperial test takers, the 2009 population census, and 2009 National Entrance
Exams to University test scores. The study uses the distance to the imperial testing
venues which varied by territory expansion history and regimes as an instrumental
variable for the number of people who passed the Vietnamese imperial examinations
(1075-1919).

3.6 Impacts of Confucianism on gender inequality

The study uses the number (or density) of the most successful test takers in the
Vietnamese imperial examinations (1075-1919) in a given district as a proxy for
mastering the subject of Confucianism—the main variable. Using an instrumental variable
approach similar to 3.5 s topic, the study considers the effects on labor, health,
and educational outcomes for females relative to those of males.

4.1 The" impacts” on left-behind household members upon the departure of female migrants
(for working)

The study finds that temporary female migrants are associated with a higher probability
of undertaking housework by male members left behind. There is a reduction in the
gender gap in terms of time spent on chores. However, the paper finds little evidence
for a similar reduction in the gender gap when the household size is altered for other
reasons.

4.2 The returns of test scores
The study finds that a one standard deviation increase in the standardized test score
on the NEEU is associated with a 7-9 percent increase in wage rate 9-11 years later.
The results also suggest that mathematics test scores have a significant correlation
with wage rate in the long run.

4.3 The impacts of enterprise zones on Vietnamese households

Within five years of EZ establishment, the study finds they are associated with higher
household incomes, an increase in private property prices, and an increase in working
hours. However, the study does not find a significant impact on household living
expenditure or school attendance/working probabilities among members aged between 7



and 17 years. Neither does the study find a significant impact on health outcomes.

4.4 Perception of bribery, anti-corruption campaign and the public health service
usage

The study finds that a higher perception of bribery is associated with fewer inpatient
days, suggesting that bribery potentially influences the deterioration of welfare
services. However, no such effect on the number of consultations at health facilities
and the number of inpatients is detected. In addition, the study finds that a strong
general anti-corruption campaign would offset the negative effects of bribery on the
number of inpatient days.

4.5 The culture of investment on education and human capital development

The study measures the impact of the number of people who passed the Vietnamese imperial
examinations (1075-1919) on the present-day quantity and quality of education in their
home districts. The study finds a persistent legacy in educational attainment outcomes.
Although there may be multiple channels that explain the long-term historical effects,
a tradition of human capital investment and cultural elements are among the most
important factors.

4.6 Impacts of Confucianism on gender inequality

The study finds that Confucianism has long-lasting negative impacts on gender
inequality in all considered aspects. However, the results also suggest that when
present-day females pursue more years of schooling, they tend to perform better than
males.
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