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Dentﬁl Treatment and Oral Health Literacy in the First Half of the 20th Century
in the UK
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This study revealed the reality of dental treatment under the National

Health Insurance (NHI, 1911-46) in the UK. Specific private organisations were responsible for
insurance management under the NHI, and they were known as “ Approved Societies.” These societies
were financially autonomous; some societies had plenty of disposable benefits, while others did not.
The former could provide their members with dental treatment, whereas the latter found it difficult
to do so. In other words, the economic disparity between societies directly led to a disparity in
dental treatment. This situation was ultimately resolved through the National Health Service (NHS,
since 1948). However, the NHS, which was based on the principle of free service, introduced charges
for dental treatment at the earliest stage.
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