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Transformation of the public and intimate spheres in an individualized society
and gender: A life history analysis

SUGIHARA, Nahoko
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Since the 1990s, Japanese societK has entered an era of individualization,
with employment mobility and family transformation. In this study, we have drawn a picture of the
problematic situation that is progressing in Japan through a life history survey of 16 people. Their
stories reveal that social norms are becoming fluid and ambiguous, that discourses of equality and
diversity are culturally inclusive of different things, but at the same time, they are
simultaneously excluding them without understanding them, and that the public sphere is becoming

hollowed out by hiding differences with others, a tendency that is particularly evident in gender
issues.
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