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The aims of the current study are to examine the actual circumstances of
mothers who are not members of mothers’ groups, to ascertain the utilization of and issues with
existing services and facilities, to explore the needs for social assistance specific to
single-mother families, and to build a comprehensive framework to assist them. In order to ascertain

the existence of networks beyond the family, we conducted in-depth interviews and carefully looked
at individual cases.

As a result, we were able to summarize the “ building of a comprehensive framework to assist
single mothers” based on “ working patterns,” *“ family caregiving,” “ social capital,” *“ ties to
public agencies,” and “ methods of disseminating information.”

results revealed that “ comprehensive assistance” must be redefined as “ conditions that

facilitate childrearing, nursing care, work, and housing.” This is because housing is a fundamental
part of life and greatly affects everyday activities.
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