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Paleoecologic evolution of oysters since Cretaceous time investigated through
formative processes of fossil and recent oyster reefs

Ando, Hisao
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Through field and specimen surveys on well-preserved fossil oyster beds and
living oyster reefs from the Lower Cretaceous to the Recent in intertidal zones throughout Japan,
the formation process of each oyster bed and reef was clarified. Taxonomic attribution and
individual ecology of newly and previously collected specimens, and specimens in the collections of
research institutions (universities, museums, etc.) were examined. The ecological strategies and
phylogenetic evolution of oysters since the Cretaceous, and the formation and depositional processes

of oyster reefs are examined and discussed, taking into account sea-level changes, comparing the
results with those of Recent oyster reefs in Japan and fossil oyster beds outside Japan.
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