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In this study, we found that (1% an autonomous element Ping-0 present in a
tropical japonica cultivar * Oiran’ was maintained to be silenced by CG methylation, though the
methylation degree of CHG sites in Ping-0 was decreased by crossing between tropical and temperate
Japonica cultivars, and (2) homozygous for the Ping-O allele was necessary for the re-methylation of

CHG sites in Ping-0. Furthermore, our results suggest a possibility that * Oiran’ might be a
valuable cultivar for the study of epigenetics because the epigenome is variable by crossing with
temperate japonica cultivars.
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