©
2021 2023

Behavioral study related to reproductive isolation in the endangered Shor-tailed
albatross, consists of two species

Tomita, Naoki
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Using the situation where two types of Short-tailed albatrosses (Torishima

type and Senkaku type), which were found to be cryptic species, breed sympatrically on Torishima, we
aim to directly examine the ecological factors related to pre-mating isolation, such as differences

in the areas used by the two types during the non-breeding season, as well as the timing of
breeding initiation and migration, at the individual level and reexamine the conservation unit.
These studies revealed that the waters used by the Torishima and Senkaku types during the
non-breeding season tend to be different. Genetic analysis also revealed that hybridization between
the two types has been observed in the past on Torishima Island, but at a low frequency, suggesting
that reproductive isolation has been historically enhanced.
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