©
2021 2023

A social experiment aimed at transforming local consumption activities by a
local currency based on rice cultivation
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In this study, we implemented a local currency distribution activity based
on rice production by volunteers, aiming to build a distribution system that contributes to the
revitalization of the local economy and community, while also investigating the current state of
consumption behavior in the region. We also developed and improved a local currency game to allow
s}udents to experience and understand the impact of local currency on the local economy in the
classroom.

Regarding the distribution of local currency, despite being affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
volunteers produced and sold rice over the three-year research period, distributed local currency ("
Furin” currency) and collected it from cooperating stores, and were able to clarify the issues with
the distribution system. We also developed a local currency game, which we were able to allow

residents and students to experience.
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