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The aim of this study is to empirically clarify the historical context of
so-called "success" of German agricultural and rural development policy in the period from the 1930s
to the 1960s, also known as the planning era, both in East and West Germany, and from the
perspective of social and environmental history. Through this research, we have concluded that
German agricultural and rural development policy can be described in a long-term historical context
(including both continuities and discontinuities, starting with the "Innere Kolonisation in
Kaiserreich” to the Cold War period, and that it is deeply related to ethnic, agricultural and
migration issues (including the mass German refugees in WW2) in Central and Eastern Europe.
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