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Tuberculosis (TB) is one of the three major infectious diseases in the world
and still kills 1.3 million people annually. The only currently approved means of TB prevention is
BCG vaccination. However, as the BCG vaccine is a weakened live attenuated vaccine, its
administration to immunocompromised individuals, such as human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-positive
patients and children with congenital immunodeficiency diseases, is prohibited. Therefore, we are
developing a safe, universally applicable TB vaccine. In this study, a novel TB vaccine was
evaluated using an animal model, the crab-eating macaque (Macaca fascicularis), which more closely
resembles the pathophysiology of TB infection in humans. The results indicated that the new vaccine
tggged to_suppress the growth of Mycobacterium tuberculosis in various organs more than the existing

vaccine.
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