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Asterids

Evolution of the embryological characters in basal Asterids.
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The purpose of this study is to elucidate the evolution from bitegmic ovules
to unitegmic ovules in asterids of angiosperms. The subject of the study is the Theaceae of
Ericales, and observations were conducted on three species of the genus Stewartia (S. monadelpha, S.
pseudocamellia, and S. serrata) of the tribe Stewartieae (Theaceae). As the result, the tribe
Stewartieae shares with the other two tribes of the Theaceae that they have bitegmic and
tenuinucellate ovules and that the subdermal outer integument. It was suggested that the evolution
from bitegmic ovules to unitegmic ovules occurred in the families of Ericales after Theaceae. And,
the evolution of embryological characters within the family was revealed.
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(Plant Systematics and Evolution)
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