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Do monkeys recognize poisonous mushrooms odors?
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Our previous studies have reported that Japanese macaques in Yakushima
sometimes exhibit “ examining behaviors” while handing mushrooms. High examination rate followed by
high rejection rates against Amanita spp. indicated that macaques were capable of distinguishing
poisonous mushrooms using previous knowledge and olfactory clues. In captive, macaques recognized a
volatile compound extracted from Amanita spp. and obsessively showed examining behaviors, suggesting
distinctive Amanita odors can function as a warning odor against mycophagous animals.
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