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A review of the Negata site in 2016 identified the remnants of a contained
layer of animal bones buried with the Hamakita human remains discovered in 1960s. This grant
research recovered some of these animal bones and identified one fossil fragment of Panthera tigris.

This is an important finding, along with the fossil Canis lupus bones collected in a previous
review. In the excavation and research of the Horiya cave site, a considerable amount of redeposited
sediment was confirmed in the test pit, but the existence of the original stratum was confirmed in

the lower part. In addition, more than 300 pieces of earthenware and animal fossil fragments were
recovered from the redeposited layer, of which 3 pieces of earthenware from the incipient Jomon
period and 4 pieces of earthenware from the earlier Jomon period were identified. This strongly
suggests that the site may date back to the incipient Jomon period.
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