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Elucidation of the mechanism of gut microbiota-mediated prevention of
chemotherapy-related toxicity by Kampo medicines and its application to
supportive care in cancer
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Advances in supportive care for side effects are also essential to improving
outcomes in the rapidly developing field of cancer pharmacotherapy. Adequate supportive/palliative
therapy from the early stages of treatment has been shown to improve overall prognosis [N Engl J Med
2010;363:733-742]. The purpose of this study was to verify that the application of Chinese herbal

medicine, which has been used since ancient times for healing wounds and diseases, as a cancer
supportive therapy can contribute to the continuation and improvement of cancer treatment outcomes.
Focusing on the clinical effects of Chinese herbal medicines on the intestinal microbiota, we aim to

create a new cancer supportive therapy by elucidating how Chinese herbal medicines are involved
with the intestinal microbiota.
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