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Elucidation of the Role of Type 3 Innate Lymphoid Cells in the Thymus
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Antigen-presenting cells in the thymus play an essential role in central T
cell tolerance. Previous studies have detailed the roles of thymic epithelial cells, thymic
dendritic cells, and thymic B cells, but the contribution of type 3 innate lymphoid cells to central

tolerance is not well understood. In this study, a subset of type 3 innate lymphoid cells was found
to express MHCII and Aire, and these cells possess antigen-presenting capabilities. These results
suggest that Aire-positive type 3 innate lymphoid cells present self-antigens in the thymus and are
involved in the elimination of autoreactive T cells and the differentiation of regulatory T cells
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