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Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) is a progressive muscular atrophy
characterized by a decrease in muscle cells due to myoblast depletion. Establishment of a method for
myoblast proliferation is an urgent issue in the treatment of DMD. We were the first in the world

to demonstrate that Dp7lab, an isoform of Dp71, is a myoblast growth factor. In this study, we
succeeded in developing a compound (Dp7labxx) that expresses Dp7lab and further demonstrated that
Dp7labxx promotes proliferation of human myoblasts. It is greatly expected that an innovative DMD
treatment using Dp7labxx will be established in the future.
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