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Innovation of the tachycardia entity, diagnosis and therapy of atrioventricular
ring tachycardia
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We have identified some variants extending outside Koch’ s triangle along
the tricuspid annulus and summarized the similarities between the superior-type of fast-slow
atrioventricular (AV) nodal reentrant tachycardia (NRT) using superior slow pathway (SP) and
adenosine-sensitive atrial tachycardia originating near the AV node, and between fast-slow AVNRT
using a superoanterior or inferolateral right atrial SP and atrial tachycardia originating from the
tricuspid annulus, including anatomical distributions and electrophysiological and pharmacological
characteristics of the tachycardia origin. Moreover, based on recent basic research reporting the
presence of node-like AV ring tissue encircling the annuli in adult hearts, we propose the term “ AV

ring tachycardia” to designate the tachycardias that share the AV ring tissue as a common
arrhythmogenic substrate. We hope, with this proposal of a unified tachycardia designation, to open
a new chapter in clinical electrophysiology.
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