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The transcription factor IRF2-dependent Ly49 T cells which we found in our
previous study had a different phenotype from previously reported CD8 positive inhibitory T cells
(CD8 Tregs). We had planned to evaluate the function of CD8 Tregs using an ex vivo TFH-stimulated
mice model using peptides, but we were unable to establish this model. For this reason, we gave up
on developing a cell transfer therapy to induce immune tolerance using CD8 Tregs, and instead
changed our approach to investigating other immune cells in the liver that may affect the rejection
reaction after liver transplantation.

We focused on Kupffer cells (F4/80hiCD11b+Tim4+) in the liver and investigated the effects of IRF2
on this population. We found that external stimulation by IFNy and the action of cell intrinsic
IRF2 are necessary for Kupffer cells to express MHC class 1.
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