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Cancer remains one of the leading causes of death, but in recent decades,
research has led to the discovery of cancer stem cells and the elucidation of survival strategies by
cancer cells that deceive immune checkpoints, resulting in clearer targets in cancer treatment.
Oncolytic adenovirus is one of the promising cancer therapies, but its efficacy against
treatment-resistant tumor cells such as cancer stem cells has not been clear. We found that 0CT3/4
and SOX2, necessary to maintain the properties of cancer stem cells, suppress adenovirus
proliferation, and identified gene sequences that can be introduced into adenoviruses to overcome
such suppression.
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