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Low muscle mass in critically ill pediatric patients
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Muscle mass (rectus femoris) was measured by ultrasonograph C C
University

ill pediatric patients admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit (PICU) of Kyus
Hospital for more than 48 hours over a 2-year period beginning in 2021. In addition, myostatin and
IL-15, two of the muscle-derived bioactive substances and myokines, were measured. Muscle mass was
measured at admission to the PICU, day 3, day 7, day 14, and day 28, and decreased over time in most

patients. Similarly, myostatin was found to decrease over time.
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