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Role of Frontrunners in Transition Management for Sustainability

Matsuura, Masahiro
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Multi-Level Perspective

Policies and projects against anthropogenic climate change have yet to catch

up, and there is an increasing need to accelerate the transition to a more sustainable
socio-political system. While the academic interest in the multi-level perspectives and transition
management processes is growing, this research analyzed empirical cases of sustainability transition
and their acceleration at the local level in Japan, focusing on the impact of frontrunners in
scaling up the practice to socio-economic systems through transition experiments. More specifically,
cases in Minami-Soma City, Fukushima Prefecture, and Kamikatsu Town, Tokushima Prefecture, were
analyzed, and an empirical study was conducted in the Urawa-Misono neighborhood in Saitama City.
This study revealed the challenges of attracting the attention of the majority of residents in
scaling up the practice of frontrunners.
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Matsuura, M. (2022).
“Disasters as Enablers of Negotiation for Sustainability Transition: A Case from Odaka,
Fukushima,” Sustainability, 14(5), pp- 3101
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Reflections from yesterday’ s session and my recent project in Misono (Saitama)

Japan-UK Mutual Learning on Climate Assemblies and Climate Democracy: A Research Workshop
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