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Possibility of Cross-disciplinary Thinking in Interior Design and Bridge Design
of Miyoko Ohno in 1970s

Yuzawa, Sachiko
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Miyoko Ohno, a Japanese interior designer,began bridge design in thel970s.

The themes that she pursued in her cross-disciplinary work were not simply the expansion of the size
or scale of objects, but also ways to construct relationships among people, objects, and spaces.
She made a self-initiated transition from interior designer to environmental designer, pursuing “
beautiful bridges” through cross-disciplinary design thinking. By asking fundamental questions
about design, she transformed our awareness of the nature of spaces in which people can live, as
well as the nature of public works involved in forming urban environments. She was also critical of
any philosophy of efficiency devoid of consideration for people.

In this study, we analyze trends of thought in the domains surrounding and connecting art,
architecture, and interior design, mainly in the 1970s. By comparing Ohno with others in the same
period, we clarify the characteristics of Ohno"s design thinking and techniques.
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