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Study on the Social Acceptance of Traditional Designs and the Skill Succession
in Craftspeople: Focusing on Kyo-butsudan and Kyo-butsugu
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This study focused on Kyo-butsudan and Kyo-butsugu, which are comprehensive

crafts supported by the expert skill of craftspeople in each process, to reveal change in acceptance
of traditional design over time and the process of skill succession based on the viewpoint of
craftspeople. The meaning and design of Buddhist altars and fittings, and the circumstances where
craftspeople show their expert skill have been transformed with changes in social acceptance. This
study revealed one aspect of the actual situation and significance of “ social acceptance of
traditional design” and “ skill succession in craftspeople” based on the knowledge of the people
engaged in the Buddhist altars and fittings industry in Kyoto, a leading city for traditional crafts
and religion.
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