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Investigation of semantic universals in the inferential domain
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This study focuses on epistemic modals and evidentials, and attempts to

investigate whether there is a certain pattern in how their meaning is expressed, by conducting a
cross-cutting examination of those two categories in terms of (1) their temporal restrictions and
(2) their inference patterns. As for the temporal restrictions, we have overcome an empirical
drawback of our analysis that it does not predict the correct temporal pattern when a proposition
embedded in modals/evidentials contains progressive aspect. As for the inferential patterns, we have

obtained a new generalization that the inference based on evidentials cannot be based on
suppositional information, while that based on epistemic modals can.
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