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This research project developed a statistical method to 3uantify the
importance of survey items in the analysis of distributions of cause-of-death and created a
computational algorithm to estimate the importance of each item from the data. Additionally, we
applied the proposed method to empirical analysis using actual cause-of-death verbal autopsy survey
data and estimated the importance of survey items such as symptoms and medical history. The analysis
revealed that, in addition to factors like prematurity and low birth weight, demographic

information such as age and sex has a relatively strong association with the cause of death.




Population Health
Metrics Research Consortium(PHMRC)

1619

97 PHMRC

10%



What was the weight of the deceased at birth? -

At the time of the delivery, was the deceased small or very small? -
Did the pregnancy end early? -

Did the pregnancy end late? -

Was any part of the baby physically abnormal at time of delivery? -
How long after birth did the baby first cry?: Within 5 minutes -
During the illness that led to death, did the baby have yellow eyes? -
At what age did the difficult breathing start? -

How long before he/she died did the baby stop suckling? -

Did the baby cry immediately after birth? -

Was this the second or later in the birth order? -

Was the baby able to suckle in a normal way during the first day of life? -
Age -

Did the baby ever suckle in a normal way? -
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Did the baby ever cry? -
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Sex -
Did the pregnancy end early? -
What was the weight of the deceased at birth? -
Did the pregnancy end late? -
At the time of the delivery, was the deceased small or very small? -
Was this the second or later in the birth order? -
Was any part of the baby physically abnormal at time of delivery? -
How long before he/she died did the baby stop suckling? -
How long after birth did the baby first cry?: Never -
How long after birth did the baby first cry?: Within 5 minutes -
How long after birth did the baby first cry?: Within 6-30 min -
How long before the baby died did the baby stop crying? -
Did the baby ever suckle in a normal way? -
How long after birth did the baby first cry?: More than 30 minutes -
During the iliness that led to death, did the baby have difficult breathing? -
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