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The constructivist approach in recent gender and sexuality studies is said
to have radically decoupled gender and sexuality from "natural™ sex. However, it is difficult to
claim that this goal has been fully achieved. For the two meanings of the term "sexuality," 'the
distinction between male and female™ and "sexual desire and pleasure,” remain inextricably linked.
As a result, critiques of essentialism and heterosexism remain fundamentally inadequate. This study
examines the dominant analytical frameworks in gender and sexuality theory and seeks to overcome
these shortcomings through S. Freud"s psychoanalytic approach.
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