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i i This study aimed to elucidate how performance on insight problems is
hindered by conscious memory retrieval and to validate the Remote Associates Test (RAT) as a

linguistic insight problem. Experiments using the eight-coin problem showed no effect of
instructions, thus not supporting the hypothesis that conscious memory retrieval impedes creativity.
While a simple correlation was found between RAT and insight problem performance, this correlation
disappeared when controlling for vocabulary knowledge. However, RAT performance was associated with
a tendency to avoid common errors, indicating that RAT retains characteristics of insight problems.
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