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The effect of Kampo on Streptococcus pneumoniae infection
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Based on years of clinical knowledge, Kampo products are prescribed as
pharmaceuticals in Japan. However, the precise mechanisms are largely unknown. In this study, we
aimed to elucidate the role of Kampo on Streptococcus pneumoniae (Sp) infection. We found 3 Kampo
out of 11 we tested have direct bactericidal activity against Sp. They were also active against drug

resistance Sp. Kampo-stimulated innate immune cells produced TNF and IL-6 in a dose-dependent
manner. When stimulated with the serum from a mouse forcedly fed Kampo (Kampo metabolite), IL-1b was
_dose—depi?dent. These results suggest that Kampo and Kampo metabolite act differently on innate
immune cells.
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