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Through 3 years of research, including fieldwork in Oudomxay Province, 1
have found "success stories" such as women investing the income earned from migrating to banana
plantations in their own money lending and retail businesses, thereby improving their economic
status within their households and villages, while in other cases the migrant work has been an
economic "failure" and women are burdened with the burden of domestic labor and as breadwinners.
Although it is increasingly recognized that migrant work on banana plantations is a high-risk,
high-return means of cash income, families that do not receive the expected income from annual
migrant contracts to reside on banana plantations tend to continue working on banana plantations in
the form of daily labor. Through day labor, health hazards caused by pesticides and the use of drugs

are spreading to the generation of children who have reached school age.
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