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This study employed evolutionary game theory and an experimental approach to
understand cooperative intention signals. In typical signalling game analyses, cost required to
produce signals is typically considered as a factor ensuring honesty. However, our evolutionary game
model suggests that a cheap cooperative intention signal serves as an honest signal under a certain
condition and is conducive to partner choice. However, an experimental study revealed that the
availability of cheap signal leads to abuse of the signal (the signal is used regardless of whether
signalers have cooperative intent or not), and thus discredits the signaling system. Taken together,
the present research deepens our understanding of cooperative intention siginals.
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