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In this research project, we endowed robots with specific functions and
characteristics to investigate how social categorization is understood and emerges based on their
psychological criteria, using university students and infants as subjects. The results showed that
for university students, mental attribution to robots was categorically influenced by the robots®
psychological traits (whether they appeared weak or human-like). Furthermore, experiments with
infants suggested that during the Still Face procedure with their mothers, infants categorically
changed their responses based on the robot"s manner of interaction.
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