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Modernity in the 20th-century French literature : to clarify the philosophy of
novel of Milan Kundera
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2,000,000

1929 -
19 20

This research attempts to clarify the ﬁhilosophy of novel of Milan Kundera,
Czech novelist writing in French born in 1929, by focusing on his literary theory, especially on his
speculations about novel, in which we can see the awareness of modernity that has characterized the
French literature in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Modernity is the pursuit of a new form
of expression, as well as an artist"s attitude of trying to be modern. However, in Kundera®s view,
modernity is in crisis today, and therefore, being new and being modern are incompatible. This shows

that Kundera®s philosophy of novel is ambivalent.
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