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The Dynamism of Language Change: The Synchronic and Diachronic Interface of
English Deverbal Prepositions
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2,400,000

including, seeing
considering, touching (Langacker 2008)

concerning concern
cf. 2001

The aims of this present study are to capture the gradualness of
grammaticalization and identify the historical context motivating language change, through analyses
of deverbal prepositions in Present-Day English. The first study focused on two deverbal
prepositions: including and seeing. As for including, through a qualitative study based on the
Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) and one with syntactic tests from previous studies,
we examined whether the preposition has characteristics observed in typical prepositions. As for
seeing, based on the British National Corpus (BNC), we conducted a quantitative study in terms of
genre. Second, we analyzed considering and touching from synchronic and qualitative points of view,
in order to reveal the cognitive basis of grammaticalization. Employing Cognitive Grammar (Langacker

2008), it was argued that their grammaticalization path is characterized as a shift from “
temporal” to “ atemporal” construal.
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