2021 2022

there

A Constructional Analysis of There Sentences and Locative Inversions

Mino, Takashi

2,400,000

there
come there
go there become there
there

there (

there

This study aimed to clarify the behavior of there constructions with
specific verbs and subject nouns, based on examples from large corpora. In particular, this study
analyzed three types of there constructions: (1) there contact clauses with come as a second verb,
(2) deictic there constructions with the verb go, and (3) existential there constructions with the
verb become. By focusing on these expressions, | found that it is necessary to focus on both the
verb and the noun when analyzing there constructions.
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(1) *The table stands in the corner has a broken leg.
(2) There’ s a man with a Doberman comes around two or three times every night.
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(3) “ I think it might be... blood.” Amanda followed the spots to a set of stairs.
Leah shook her head. “ There goes your overactive imagination again.”
(COCA: FIC)
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(4) There becomes a point in your band’s career where everything is a make or break
situation. (COCA)
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