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Cross-linguistically, locative, existential, and posture verbs tend to
develop into general copulas covering nominal and adjectival predications. To reveal the process of
diachronic change of copulas in Bantu languages, this study examined the data retrieved from written

grammars and descriptions of Bantu languages. Consequently, I found that the use of reflexes of
Proto-Bantu *-ba ‘ be, become’ varies between languages. The functional variation of reflexes of *
-ba allows us to consider that it can take a diachronic path from locative to general copula, a
cross-linguistically observable tendency.



(Grammaticalization)

(e.g. Bybee et al. 1994; Heine & Kuteva 2002)

(Faverey et al. 1976; Devitt 1990; Hengeveld 1992)

(cf. Ashton 1947; Nassenstein 2015)

-wa
be ‘is’, ‘are’ (Chum 1962/63)

(Furumoto 2015)

(e.g. Gibson et a. 2019)

(cf.
Gibson et a 2019; Bernander & Devos 2022)
*-ba *-ba ‘dwell, be, become’
(Guthrie 1967-70; Bastin et al. 2002; Rose et al. 2002)
(cf. Botne
1986)
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)
a kawa kiambo-ni vao
SM1-copP.prv village-16.LOC  their.16

b. kawa uchi
sm1-copr.Prv naked

c. kawa mwalimu
SM1-CcoP.PFV teacher

d. nyi-wa hidaya
SM1SG-COP.PFV Hidaya(PN)

-wa
1 2
*-ba ‘dwell, be, become’
)
(2) *-ba
- (Rombi 1983) ( 2000) (Kraal 2005)
- (Devos 2008)
- (Strém 2013)
- (Bernander 2017)
@)
*-ba
2 *-ba
(perfect) (perfective)

(cf. Crane & Persohn 2019) *-ba
(Bernander 2017; Furumoto 2022)

( 2000; Furumoto 2022)

(Faverey et al. 1976; Devitt 1990; Verhaar 1995) *-ba



(cf. Meeussen 1967; Bostoen et al. eds. 2022)

*-ba *-di ‘be’

*-di ‘be’ *-ba
(cf. Whiteley 1966; Jerro 2015)
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