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This research project made clear how the Twelve Imams, the twelve symbolic
figures of Shi"ism, were venerated by Sunnis in their Sunni contexts, by analyzing fada"il works on
the Twelve Imams written by Imamophilic Sunnis in the pre-modern periods. This project obtained
three important achievements. First, the article in English on interconfessional transmission of the

traditions about the Twelve Imams in 13th-17th centuries. Second, the article in Japanese on
various understandings of the Mahdi(savior) among Imamophilic Sunnis. Third, the Japanese
translation and notes of a Persian chronicle in the 14th century, Tarikh-i Uljaytu, which has
detailed accounts about the Sunni-Shi®i relationship at that time.
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