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This study examined whether or not the acts of violence against the
nationals abroad constitute an armed attack, based on the view that the use of force for the
protection of the nationals abroad is not an exception to the principle of non-use of force, but
rather within the framework of the right of self-defence. Taking the “unwilling or unable® doctrine
as a starting point, it examined the cases in which acts of violence against nationals abroad
constituted an armed attack. Furthermore, from the accumulation of events theory perspective, the
study has shown that even if the scale of violence against the nationals abroad is not large, if
those actions are repeated and continuous, it constitutes an armed attack.
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