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There is a concern that adopting a so-called sanctuary city policy that does
not exclude illegal immigrants will lead to a concentration of illegal immigrants and a
deterioration of public safety. On the other hand, the immigrants will no longer need to fear
contact with the police and will be more likely to cooperate with investigations through eyewitness
testimony and other means. This will make it easier for the police to apprehend criminals, which in
turn will reduce crime. Therefore, the impact of sanctuary city policies on public safety needs to
be examined using data.

The results of the city-level analysis indicated that crime did not increase in cities that adopted
sanctuary city policies, and in fact, may have decreased. Analysis within sanctuary cities indicates
that the impact is not uniform within cities, but is more pronounced in areas with relatively high

immigrant populations.
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