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A study on the acquisition of fingerspelling in deaf preschool children during
the period of manual and spoken language acquisition

Iguchi, Akiko
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The study investigated the process of fingerspelling acquisition in deaf
preschool children and examined teachers® utilization of fingerspelling. The first phase of the
study analyzed the acquisition of fingerspelling using the Japanese manual alphabet among
4-6-year-old children who are deaf or hard of hearing in deaf preschools. Subsequently, the second
phase of the study was to determine the characteristics of preschool teacher’ s using fingerspelling

(Japanese manual alphabet) among preschool children who are deaf or hard of hearing. The
participants included four teachers, with two teachers assigned to younger children aged 3-4 years
old and two teachers assigned to older children aged 5-6 years old. Therefore, it was thought that
teachers intend to lay the groundwork for children’ s using fingerspelling in preschool younger
children, and expand children’ s Japanese vocabulary through the use of fingerspelling in preschool
older children.
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