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Statistical methods for categorical variables used in clinical trials
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To address the issues related to qualitative data analysis in clinical
studies, our objective was to develop novel analytical methods. We considered the following issues:
(1) An analysis method was devised to accommodate cases where clinical rating scales reclassified
the original categories into three groups based on clinical interest; (2) Another analysis method
was considered to address situations involving the examination of transitions at multiple time
points after treatment; (3) Bayesian methods were considered for an alternative analysis approach;
(4) Categorical Visualization techniques were considered to facilitate intuitive interpretation.
The findings from these studies were presented on four occasions at national conferences. Based on
comments from the audience, we drafted research papers and submitted them to international
peer-reviewed journals, and one of the papers was accepted for publication.
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