2021 2022

A Study on Ownership and Utilization Mechanisms of the Back Site of a Townhouse
in a Historic Central Commercial District in a Heavy Snowfall Area

Kitahara, Marina
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This study aimed to clarify the mechanisms of ownership and use of an area
called "Kaguji," which refers to open space behind a machiya (townhouse), using the historical
central commercial district of Kuroishi City, Aomori Prefecture, an area with heavy snowfall as a
case study. The study clarified (1) the long-term trend of land ownership transition from 1888 to
2020 in the target city blocks and (2) the actual use of the "kaguji".

For (1), 1 analyzed the registration information of all 449 lots in the six target city blocks and
clarified the features of causes of ownership transfer, ownership attributes, and so on. For (2), |
conducted an all-out field survey of the physical boundaries in the six blocks and interviewed
landowners to investigate the usage of "kaguji™ and clarify its characteristics.
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Mechanisms of Ownership and Use of Back Lots of Townhouses in Areas with Heavy Snowfall: A Case Study of "Kaguji" in
Kuroishi City, Aomori Prefecture
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