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_ In the present study, we found that CARDS toxin, an exotoxin derived from
Mycoplasma pneumoniae (Mycoplasma), not only induces pneumonia as an inflammatory factor but also
contributes to adhesion of Mycoplasma to epithelial cells as an adhesion factor. In addition, our

results suggest that CARDS toxin is useful as a novel vaccine antigen that can inhibit both
infection and inflammation.
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