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We had previously found that Bcl2-L-13 is a molecule associated with
mitophagy, an important process of degrading mitochondria within cells. Our preliminary data
suggested that this molecule played a protective role in pressure-overloaded hearts. However, the
function of Bcl2-L-13 in ischemic hearts has not been elucidated. For this purpose, we established
an ischemia-reperfusion mouse model and studied the effects of Bcl2-L-13 ablation. Bcl2-L-13
knockout mice showed a smaller myocardial infarct size 24 hours after ischemia-reperfusion surgery
compared to wild-type mice. This indicates that Bcl2-L-13 might have a dual role as both a molecule
that protects the heart and one that causes injury.
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