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A field-based cognitive neuroscientific study of the processing of 0S-type
languages

Koizumi, Masatoshi

166,100,000

VOS
VOS SVO
0S SO
SO
SO

In this study, we investigated factors affecting word order preference in the
comprehension and production of 0S-type languages such as Kaqchikel Mayan (a language spoken in
Guatemala). We found in Kagchikel: (1) The syntactically basic word order, VOS, induces less processing
load than other grammatically possible word orders in this language such as SVO; (2) Despite that, SVO is
more frequently used than VOS; (3) As in SO languages such as Japanese and English, in Kaqchikel, the
most natural order that the speaker imposes on events when describing and reconstructing them nonverbally
(= order of thought) is "Actor-Patinet"”, which corresponds to SO order in language. These results, taken
together, show that the primary factor that determines processing load is different from the one that
determines production frequencies, which calls for a new psycholinguistic theory that is equally
applicable to SO and 0S-type languages.
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