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Through collaborative research by development economists and comparative economic
historians, we have compiled original databases on economic development collected from current developing
countries in Asia and Africa and from historical archives on pre-war Japan and empirically analyzed the
determinants/impacts of institutions and policies using such databases. By systematic comparison of such
empirical analyses covering different periods and regions, we have identified characteristics of
institutions and policies useful for sustained poverty reduction in the long run and their interactions
with market conditions. We have not only contributed to the academics through research papers but also
with the compilation of databases to be made public and policy recommendations based on empirical

evidence.
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